UNIVERSITY OF THE
pinegegecivily [he DC Area Water Issues Program “

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, URBAN SUSTAINABILITY
AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

Water Issues Program

Tolessa Deksissal, Antonia Davidson! and Cat Shrier?
tUniversity of the District of Columbia and “Watercat Consulting LLC

OUR PROGRAM RESULTS

GOA L _ _ DCAWIP OVERALL ATTENDANACE
Our speakers included leadership
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The goal of DC Area Water Issues Program (DCAWIP) was to from area fiwat et akehol der O :cmeemweewm 27 \ B
create a more cohesive water research community in the DC area. organizations including DC Water, ¢ macosia watrshed ;g‘, 60
This goal was to be accomplished through a pilot program Washington Aqueduct, DC o rymacue 850
consisting of a comprehensive set of university events open to all Department of the Environment, o Water, Energy andPover S5 I I
DC Area students, faculty, water managers, and members of the Metropolitan Washington Council of owamssesy = I I I I I I I I I l
general public who are interested in water, enabling participants to "Washington Aqueduct benefits Governments: and the Interstate 12 Treosand Agicre 3 o
explore Issues related to the science and engineering, policy, and grgmgfor?nigfﬁcrttﬂﬂeusn?vu(frzi?j Potomac River Basin Commission.
= - : rograms and to hear directly from the Semmar by Week
socioeconomic aspects of water and watersheds in the DC area, ublic about their nerception of
Including the suburban areas ot Maryland and Virginia. drinkingromdcebus, Genera We had at least 30 attendees each week, with an average
ger, Washington Aqueduc
attendance of 40. While the majority of the university students,
BACKGROUND Our series of speakers consisted of three faculty, and staff were from UDC, we drew attendance from
parts. Our initial series of speakers several area universities. We had several staff from programs
The DC Area Water Issues Program (DCAWIP) was offered as a provided an introduction to DC area such as Cooperative Extension Services as well as personnel
pilot program during the Fall 2010 semester by the University of the watersheds; water supply, treatment, and from area water utilities; federal, state, and local agencies;
District of C o | u mbColiege sof Agriculture, Urban Sustainability wastewater systems; storm water and consulting firms; environmental groups and other not-for-profit
and Environmental Sciences (CAUSES). DCAWIP was created to flooding; habitat issues; introduction to Srlobtle?nzwnll biel;oeurl say to r Qrganizations; and the general community. Many attendees
Implement measures identified In strategic planning activities by the key stakeholder organizations and  problems someday so you reported that they started coming to hear a seminar topic
DCWRRI, including a 2009 White Paper indicating the need for: regional coordination efforts. Department of Environment —+ relevant to their job, but continued coming because they Al i v
greater involvement by students and faculty at all of the area Deputy Director Hamid Karimi here and want to know more about our water.o
universities in water education programs; involvement of other DC - | |
area water stakeholders; development of a network of peer The middle series ot speakers focused A FEW OUTCOMES

on water-related opportunities for the
i D A\rea Water Co mmu n totfiygoe t AUniversity water programs reported increased enrollment including

involved.0 This series featured both DCAWIP program attendees
speaker programs and n f a during the AStudents  and
receptions to provide information on
educational programs and degrees,

reviewers for research proposals and publications; and outreach to
Nt fegeralf a mi(fédgral employees in the DC area).

Shown top to bottom: US Department of
Agriculture retiree Jack Frost; UDC Professor

Harriette Phelps; Anacostia artist Bruce DCAWIP was a Comprehensive set
McNeal; UDC student Toni Davidson and US ' :
of university events open to all DC

Department of Energy employee Jim Disbrow.

researchers reported that they found jobs,
iInternships, research grants and partnerships, and volunteer
opportunities with area organizations such as Anacostia Watershed

Seminar speakers Ron Lord

Area students, faculty, water (International Association of water workforce development and job Society and Friends of Rock Creek

managers, and members of the ond Anmotte Gantt Eath ) Creation issues, Internships, research . .

general pUb'lC interested in water Conservation Corps) discussed grants, Scholarships and fe”OWShipS, ADCWRR' awarded a new grant for a pI!Ot water gd_ucatlon program
ST | opportunities for jobs training and d volunt tuniti specifically for elected and appointed officials (the 2011

A multidisciplinary  program, water workforce development and volunteer opporiunities. M Fit atom Fublic Officials Water A 9 .

DCAWIP  explored  issues  in i Met r o WashingtomRublic Officials WaterAc a d e my 0 )

science and engineering, policy, The final series of speakers were on

and socioeconomics of water and fiadvanomedselscted by our i DC TAKE HOME MESSAGE

watersheds in the DC area. Area Water Co mmu n lirclyding the The DC Area Water Issues Program (DCAWIP)

water-energy nexus; urban gardening and
green spaces; wastewater reuse and
communications (the Ay u c Kaotor);

Over a 15-week period, speakers
from water nNstakeho
organizations were invited to nt e |

demonstrated a strong interest by students, faculty, staff, and
area stakeholders to come together on a regular basis to
IR, ‘earn-mare about area iIssues and programs, and to develop

: s s climate change; and water security Issues. \ i . .
ther own st or ypjowding J Y A SRR BN IAAILIREN opportunities for greater student and other university
iInsightful, practical Information and Power in the DC Area

Involvement in the larger community of water professionals.

about DC water issues and their
own roles within the water
community. Each presentation was
followed by a facilitated dialogue
with the audience and community- _ _ .
building receptions with sponsored attracting attendance and In providing

" opportunities for participants to stay for
refreShmentS' Addltlonal eventS Our interns T who came from universities pp . . p . y
Included art exhibits’ a book throughout the DC Area i were critical to continued discussion ¢ uring receptlons,

. : : the success of the program, including i i
signing, a film screening, and a (eft to right): Wil Glay (UDC), Arielle generating  new  opportunities  for

- : Benjamin (Howard); Diego Antezana collaboration and understanding.
boat tour of the Anacostia River. Catholic) and Trever Gone (UMD) g
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